
Planning Commission

June 9, 2021



Review of Parks/Recreation & Open 
Space/Conservation Elements

 March and May 2021 POST Meetings

 March 30, 2021 Community 
Workshop: Open Space, 
Conservation, Parks & Recreation, 
and Safety

 May 2021 Ranch Board Meeting

 Tonight: Planning Commission 
review and feedback on 
Parks/Recreation and Open 
Space/Conservation Elements Goals, 
Policies and Programs

 September 2021 Town Council review 
and feedback



Background Material

Existing Conditions Reports
 Parks & Open Space
 Conservation

2005 General Plan
Open Space Management Plan (2010)
Tiburon Peninsula Recreation Needs 

Assessment (2011)
Bay Trail Gap Study (2012)
Bike & Pedestrian Master Plan (2016)
Meetings with stakeholders and focus 

groups
Results from Setting Priorities survey
Background material is available on the 

website at CreateTiburon2040.org



2011 Recreation Needs Assessment

 Residents are mostly satisfied with the 
availability of recreation facilities.

 90% of residents were satisfied with the 
availability of recreation programs, 
classes and events.

 Gap analysis indicated no obviously 
underserved categories.  Ratings of 
“teen programs” were lower, 
approaching a level to recommend 
increases.

 48% of residents rated highly the need 
for a community center.  Challenges with 
cost and available site.



Virtual community workshop, March 30
• Presentation and polling
• Breakout room discussions
• Reporting back
• Estimated 24 participants

Online survey
• Open March 31 – April 26, linked from 

CreateTiburon2040.org
• 123 responses

Community Engagement



Are there specific park or trail 
improvements that should be 
priorities?

• Suggested dog park at Eavey
Open Space.

• More multi-use trails (including 
mountain bikes)

• Community pool

• Kayak launch

Is there sufficient access to recreational 
facilities and programs?  Are there 
specific age groups or type of residents 
that have insufficient access?

• Need facilities and programs for teens 
and pre-teens.

Workshop Feedback
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What kind of additional recreation facilities should the Town provide? 
(select your top 3)

Survey Feedback
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What parks and trail improvements are needed? 
(select your top 3)

Survey Feedback



Other suggestions:

 Shade structures at playgrounds
 Water bottle filling stations
 More trash and recycling cans
 Chess tables
 Teen facilities and programming
 Public dinghy dock in Downtown
 Rental paddleboard storage facility at 

Blackie’s Beach

Survey Feedback
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Survey Feedback



Youth Survey Feedback conducted by The Ranch (20 K-8 kids)



Input from The Ranch Board (5-17-21)

 Concurred with public comments about 
desirability of a kayak/paddleboard launch.

 A community pool would be desirable.  Potential 
to share/improve access to the Strawberry or Mill 
Valley public pools was mentioned.

 Acquisition of the water treatment plant could 
offer a rare opportunity to create a community 
recreation hub, including possibly a pool, gym, 
dog park and field sports.

 Extending hours of park lighting and use was 
suggested.

 Ranch funding model conflicts with goal of 
providing affordable programs.  Consideration 
should be given to means of funding program 
subsidies.



Input from the Parks, Open Space 
and Trails Commission (5-18-21)

 Supported a kayak launch, possibly integrated 
with Downtown.

 Recommended creating a framework or decision-
making criteria for future improvements to the 
Richardson Bay Linear Park.

 Suggested considering development of a 
community pool, community center/gym, a dog 
park and bocce courts.   Felt that the Richardson 
Bay Sanitary District site, if available, would be 
ideal for a recreation hub.

 Proposed edits to Policy OSC-44 to include 
coordinating open space management with 
private holdings owned by the Landmarks Society.

 Suggested reference in the Downtown Element to 
integration of parks/rec. facilities and commercial 
enterprise.



Discussion of General Plan 2020 
Parks/Recreation/Open Space/Conservation                        
Goals, Policies and Programs



Evaluation of General Plan 2020 Goals, Policies and Programs

For consideration:

 Does the existing language of the goals, policies and programs reflect 
current Town objectives or is editing needed?

 Are there existing goals, policies or programs that are no longer needed?

 Are there current issues of importance that aren’t addressed in existing 
goals or policies?

 Are there major new park facilities or improvements or recreation 
programs needed for the future?



Evaluation of General Plan 2020 Goals, Policies and Programs

Edits based on March 2021 POST feedback:

 Goal PR-A and Policy PR-12 expanded to promote access to rec. facilities 
and programs by those of all ages, abilities and income levels.

 Policy PR-6 on Blackie’s Pasture expanded to incorporate a definition of 
passive recreation.

 Policy PR-14 expanded to explore options for providing financial support 
to those who cannot afford recreation program costs.

 New Open Space programs added to improve trail signage and to 
explore creation of an off-road trail connection from public open space to 
the Downtown.



Parks & Recreation Element
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Open Space and Conservation Element
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NEXT STEPS

Town Council meeting in September to 
discuss policy alternatives
Draft General Plan in March 2022

General Plan Update

 June 23 Planning Commission review of 
Downtown Element

Check the website often for workshop 
registration, new surveys, draft documents

Sign up for the mailing list at 
CreateTiburon2040.org
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